FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
National Milestone is Highlight of Celebration in Michigan: 

500 Homes Built, Thousands of Lives Changed
* Watch this video to see the impact of this alliance through interviews with partner families, volunteers, Thrivent Financial and Habitat for Humanity. 

*View this photo gallery of professional pictures from house-building construction sites over the past two years. 

PONTIAC, Mich. (Oct. 3, 2007) – An unprecedented alliance between Habitat for Humanity International and Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, called “Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity,” is planning a special celebration in Michigan to announce an historic milestone:  500 quality, affordable homes built in 45 states in partnership with 500 low-income families in just two years.   Habitat for Humanity of Oakland County in Pontiac is honored to have led construction of the first, the 500th and the 501st homes of this impressive alliance.  They will also lead a celebration of this milestone at 112 and 118 Henderson Street in Pontiac, Michigan, on Saturday, Oct.13, from noon to 1:00 p.m.
The 500th homebuyer, Lakeisha White, shares a story typical of Habitat homeowners.  She and her two daughters, ages 12 and 4, were barely surviving in a dilapidated apartment in a crime-ridden neighborhood.  Constant water leaks left the place damp and moldy, and the bathroom plumbing needed replacement.  She wanted to move but couldn’t afford paying more for housing and still feed her children.  She was losing hope—until she heard about Habitat for Humanity.
White applied and was accepted into the Habitat homebuyer program in Pontiac.  Since then she has invested hundreds of hours of her own time, working beside volunteers, to build her first home.  When the house is finished this fall, she will make a small down payment on a no-interest Habitat mortgage and move her family into a fine, new home.

But, there is more to Lakeisha’s story.  Had it not been for the support of Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity, Lakeisha’s home could not have been built this year.  This $105 million four-year alliance, formed in 2005, has made homeownership a reality for hundreds of families each year.  Families that otherwise would have been turned away.  
According to Sally LePla, executive director of Habitat for Humanity of Oakland County, “We could not do all that we do without Thrivent Builds.  It has definitely made it possible for our affiliate to serve more families in need.”
Since the 2005 inception of the Thrivent Builds alliance, sixty of the 500 homes—more than 10%—have been built within the state of Michigan.  
Elements of the 500th house celebration on October 13:

· Short program begins at 12:00 (noon)
· Thrivent Builds homeowners will tell their stories

· One of the first Thrivent Builds homeowners in the United States will present a ceremonial key to the 500th homeowner (Photo Op!)
· The 500th homeowner will then present the key to the 501st homeowner, thereby representing the ongoing work of the Thrivent Builds alliance to provide decent affordable housing (Photo Op!)
· All of the attendees will move into a large number 500 marked in the street for a photo opportunity (Photo Op!)
· The 500th house will be open for self-guided tours from 2:00 -4:00 p.m.  
Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity

Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity is a four-year $105 million alliance between Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and Habitat for Humanity International.  The alliance makes Thrivent financial one of Habitat’s largest single allies and aims to increase Habitat’s annual house production by hundreds of U.S. homes per year and more around the world.  In 2007, 355 homes are being built in 43 states and over 100 trips are planned for worldwide projects.  For more information, visit www.thriventbuilds.com.

About Habitat for Humanity International
Habitat for Humanity International is an ecumenical Christian ministry that welcomes to its work all people dedicated to the cause of eliminating poverty housing. Since its founding in 1976, Habitat has built more than 225,000 houses worldwide, providing simple, decent and affordable shelter for more than 1 million people. For more information, visit www.habitat.org.

About Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is a not-for-profit membership organization helping nearly 3 million members achieve their financial goals and give back to their communities.  As a not-for-profit fraternal benefit society, Thrivent Financial sponsors national outreach programs and activities that support congregations, schools, charitable organizations and individuals in need.  Thrivent Financial has main offices in Minneapolis, Minn., and Appleton, Wis.  For more information, visit www.thrivent.com.
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