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Secretary of Agriculture builds homes for low-income families in Guatemala
Wisconsin Secretary of Agriculture Rod Nilsestuen and his wife Carol join a Thrivent Builds Worldwide team helping Guatemalan families come closer to their dream of homeownership
MADISON, WI (May 27, 2008) — Rod and Carol Nilsestuen lives have been changed after a week spent building Habitat for Humanity homes with Guatemalan families in need of housing during a Thrivent Builds Worldwide trip.  Rod, the Secretary of the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection, and his wife Carol spent a week in March volunteering with a team of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans members primarily from Grant County, Wisconsin.  
As they worked throughout the week bending wire, building with cement block, digging rocky ditches and mixing cement, the Nilsestuens and the rest of their team also shared something very special with each of the families they assisted in the small Guatemalan community.  
· A woman named María and her daughter Miriam Yohanna, age 4, will soon have their own home after living in a crowded home with a number of relatives.  
· A young boy named Danny now shares a special bond with the Wisconsin Secretary of Agriculture after building and playing games together.   
· A Guatemalan construction worker now knows how hard Americans will work to help his people.  
“Habitat is a lesson in patience…and a lesson in building community,” said Carol Nilsestuen in a journal where she and her husband shared their thoughts about the trip.  “The houses are built with as much love as skill. [It is] a process of building lives as much as building structures. And it takes time and persistence to do all those things. It's the same in Guatemala as it is in Wisconsin. The construction materials and methods are different, but all the other kinds of things, the ‘people’ things, are the same.” Click here to read the entire Nilsestuen journal.  

Thrivent Builds Worldwide trips are part of the broader alliance between Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, its members and Habitat for Humanity International called “Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity.”  These trips give participants a unique opportunity to become active partners with people of other cultures. Team members work alongside members of a Habitat for Humanity host community, raising awareness of the burden of poverty housing and building decent, affordable homes worldwide. After building homes, teams spend a few days touring local historic sites and attractions or participating in outdoor recreational activities.  

                                                                                                                                                                             In 2008, up to 210 trips are planned to several locations, including the hurricane-ravaged Mississippi Gulf Coast and Central America.  At least 50 percent of trip participants must be members of Thrivent Financial. To encourage participation, Thrivent Financial makes a $10,000 contribution to the Habitat host affiliate on behalf of all participants who are members.  This contribution is a unique benefit to the Thrivent Builds Worldwide program and is not available through other Habitat trips.  Also because of this contribution, Thrivent Financial members have all of their required donations to Habitat for Humanity waived, reducing their overall trip cost by $500.
Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity is a four-year, $125 million alliance between Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and Habitat for Humanity International. The alliance makes Thrivent Financial one of Habitat’s largest single allies and aims to increase Habitat’s annual house production by hundreds of U.S. homes per year and more around the world. In 2008, over 320 homes are being built in 42 states and up to 210 trips are planned for worldwide projects. For more information, visit www.thriventbuilds.com. 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is a not-for-profit financial services membership organization helping nearly 3 million members achieve their financial goals and give back to their congregations and communities. As a not-for-profit organization, Thrivent Financial creates and supports national outreach programs and activities that support congregations, schools, charitable organizations and individuals in need. For more information, visit www.thrivent.com.

Habitat for Humanity International is an ecumenical Christian ministry that welcomes to its work all people dedicated to the cause of eliminating poverty housing. Since its founding in 1976, Habitat has built more than 250,000 houses worldwide, providing simple, decent and affordable shelter for more than 1 million people.  For more information, visit www.habitat.org.
Habitat for Humanity Guatemala was created with the purpose of improving the living conditions of low-income Guatemalan families through the construction of decent low-cost houses. The organization’s vision is that everyone in Guatemala should have access to a decent house.  The first Habitat houses in all of Latin America went up in Guatemala in 1979.  Today, there are over 25,000 decent homes built by Habitat for Humanity Guatemala volunteers for people in need, helping around 150,000 Guatemalans, the majority children. For more information, visit www.habitat.org/intl/lac/86.aspx
Media contact:  

· Kelsey Midthun, 612-844-5825, kelsey.midthun@thrivent.com, Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity
· For interviews with the Nilsestuens about this trip, please call Robin Engle, public information officer at the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection, at 608-224-5002 to schedule time.  
Captions: 

· Rod Nilsestuen with his new Guatemalan friends, Daniel and two of his siblings.

· The team from Wisconsin standing with the homeowner and local Habitat workers at the end of the week.  Carol Nilsestuen is third from the left and Rod Nilsestuen is third from the right, holding Daniel and his brother.  
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