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Substandard housing replaces tailgaters at
Iowa Cubs game
$125 million alliance exposes baseball fans to national problem

Des Moines, Iowa (June 25, 2008) – The parking lot at Principal Park is typically reserved for cars, trucks and tailgaters getting excited before a baseball game.  On Sunday, June 29, drivers passing by the ballpark and those who come early will see a much different picture—a truck that teaches them about substandard housing and what they can do to help.  The exhibit offers not only this lesson but fun games, prizes and fun for the whole family.  
The 67-foot Thrivent Builds Mobile is part of a four-year, $125 million alliance between Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and Habitat for Humanity International called “Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity.”  The 9-minute experience will connect Cubs fans, including up to 4,000 Lutherans in attendance on June 29, with the sights, sounds and feel of substandard housing and will inform them about what they can do to address the issue. The exhibit, which will visit a dozen states this year, is designed to rally thousands of individuals and organizations to advocate, donate, and participate in Habitat’s effort to build safe, decent, affordable housing.  

This alliance has already resulted in the construction of more than 650 U.S. homes.  Engaging thousands of volunteers, Thrivent Builds is the largest four-year commitment in the history of either organization.  This year, more than 320 homes, including 11 in Iowa, are being built in the U.S. and hundreds more will be constructed by volunteer teams in other countries.

The Mobile will be open for free tours for the public before the I-Cubs and the Albuquerque Isotopes game begins:

· Sunday, June 29, 2008, 10:00am-1:30pm
· In the north parking lot at Principal Park in downtown Des Moines
· Not only are there free tours to learn about substandard housing, but your whole family can play games and get free prizes including a red baseball hat and Krispy Kreme Donuts!
In the United States alone, 95 million people, one-third of the nation, have housing problems including payments too large a percentage of income, overcrowding, poor quality shelter and homelessness.  Des Moines is not immune to this national problem. 
“Substandard housing is a global problem, but it’s also a problem that touches the lives of people right here in our own community,” said Lance Henning, Executive Director of Greater Des Moines Habitat for Humanity.  “Unfortunately, until a person has seen and experienced this need, it often remains a problem that is hidden from view.” 

“I’m proud to be part of an organization that supports Habitat for Humanity in such a big way,” said Carol Olson, Manager of Lutheran Community Services with Greater Iowa Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, “and I hope that many others in this area will join us once they tour the Mobile.”

For information, visit www.thriventbuilds.com.  For downloadable photos of the Thrivent Builds Mobile, visit http://www.thriventbuilds.com/media/photogallery/mobile.html.  
About Greater Des Moines Habitat for Humanity
Greater Des Moines Habitat for Humanity partners with the community and with God's people in need to build hope and a greater Des Moines.  In partnership we provide decent and affordable homeownership for qualified low-income families. We are a uniquely local and tangible philanthropy welcoming all to join in building a better community.   For more information, visit www.gdmhabitat.org and www.habitat.org.

About Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and the Greater Iowa Region of Thrivent Financial
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is a not-for-profit Fortune 500 financial services organization helping nearly 3 million members achieve their financial goals and give back to their communities.  Thrivent Financial is a faith-based membership organization called to improve the quality of life of its members, their families and communities by providing solutions that focus on financial security, wellness and caring for others. Locally, the Greater Iowa Region is comprised of nearly 100,000 members in greater Iowa.  Together with its members, Thrivent Financial’s Greater Iowa Region provided more than $10.4 million in charitable outreach in 2007.  For more information, visit www.lutheransonline.com/rfo365 and www.thrivent.com.
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