FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Fairgoers who tour Thrivent Builds Mobile experience   no-cost activities and prizes
Thrivent Builds also constructing 10 homes in Milwaukee’s Harambee neighborhood in 2008; 
Thrivent Builds Mobile aims to educate and inspire visitors at Wisconsin State Fair about getting involved in the fight against poverty housing 
WEST ALLIS, Wis.  (July 28, 2008) – With a slow economy and high gas prices, more people than ever are going to be looking for a bargain at the Wisconsin State Fair. While driving to the fair or eating snacks-on-a-stick may cost more than last year, fairgoers can still have a great time playing games, collecting a souvenir, and learning how they can help build a better world, all at no cost.    

Located in the Big Backyard, the unique Thrivent Builds Mobile exhibit offers all fairgoers a cost-free opportunity to play games, including a bean bag toss and a doorknob ring toss, and to enjoy children’s activities and have their photo taken. The centerpiece of the exhibit, though, is the opportunity to learn about substandard housing through a 9-minute presentation inside the big, red 67-foot semi. This exhibit connects Wisconsin State Fair visitors with the sights, sounds and feel of substandard housing and informs them how they can be a part of the solution. The exhibit, which will visit a dozen states this year, is designed to rally thousands of individuals and organizations to support Habitat for Humanity’s effort to build safe, decent, affordable housing.  

The only way to spend money at this “easy on the pocket” exhibit is by competing in a popular nail-pounding competition, challenging your friends or family members to see who can hammer three nails into a board the fastest. This contest is only $1 to participate and the funds go directly to Habitat for Humanity to build more homes in Wisconsin.    

The Mobile will be at the Wisconsin State Fair and open to the public:

· 9:00am – 10:00pm, July 31 – August 10, 2008

· Located in the Big Backyard off 84th Street in West Allis Fairgrounds
This truck is part of a four-year, $125 million alliance between Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and Habitat for Humanity International called “Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity.” Thrivent Builds has already had a huge impact on two Milwaukee neighborhoods by providing financial and volunteer support toward the construction of 10 homes in Washington Park in 2006, 10 homes Harambee in 2007 and another 10 homes that are being built right now in Harambee. By the end of 2008, Thrivent Financial will have provided $1.9 million and approximately 50,000 volunteer hours to support the construction of 30 homes in Milwaukee since 2006.  
The construction of the 20 homes in Harambee is also part of larger holistic revitalization plan in the community to benefit the neighborhood through housing, redevelopment and education. This plan was created by the Harambee Great Neighborhood Steering Committee, a coalition consisting of residents and community organizations, including Milwaukee Habitat and Thrivent Financial. As the catalyst of this transformation, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and its foundation have invested nearly $3 million in the Harambee neighborhood over the past two years. 
During its visit to the Wisconsin State Fair, the Thrivent Builds Mobile will educate the public about this alliance and encourage them to get involved. Engaging thousands of volunteers, Thrivent Builds is the largest four-year commitment in the history of either organization. By the end of 2008, the third year of the alliance, Thrivent Builds will have supported construction of nearly 1,000 U.S. homes, including 105 homes for families in Wisconsin.
In the United States alone, 95 million people—one-third of the nation—have housing problems including payments too large a percentage of income, overcrowding, poor quality shelter and homelessness. Wisconsin is not immune to this national problem. 

“Substandard housing is a global problem, but it’s also a problem that touches the lives of people right here in our own community,” said Sara Kierzek, Executive Director of Milwaukee Habitat for Humanity. “Unfortunately, until a person has seen and experienced this need, it often remains a problem that is hidden from view. I hope every fairgoer will take time to visit this exhibit.” 

“Where else at the fair can your family have a lesson in charity as well as a great time playing games and having fun?” said Chris Stelzer, Thrivent Builds Specialist with the Southeast Wisconsin Region of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. “The Thrivent Builds Mobile exhibit will leave you with the desire to help out and since the exhibit is free, you’ll still have a few dollars in your pocket for cream puffs when you’re done!”

For information, visit www.thriventbuilds.com.  For downloadable photos of the Thrivent Builds Mobile, visit http://www.thriventbuilds.com/media/photogallery/mobile.html.  

Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity is a four-year $125 million alliance between Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and Habitat for Humanity International.  The alliance makes Thrivent Financial one of Habitat’s largest single allies and aims to increase Habitat’s annual house production by hundreds of U.S. homes per year and more around the world.  In 2008, more than 320 homes are being built in 42 states and up to 210 trips are planned for worldwide projects.  For more information, visit www.thriventbuilds.com.

About Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and the Southeast Wisconsin Region

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is a not-for-profit Fortune 500 financial services organization helping nearly 3 million members achieve their financial goals and give back to their communities.  Locally, The Southeast Wisconsin Regional Financial Office is made up of 90 financial representatives and provides financial products and services to more than 110,000 members in Dodge, Jefferson, Kenosha, Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Racine, Sheboygan, Walworth, Washington, and Waukesha counties.  Together with its members, Thrivent Financial and the Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Foundation provided more than $8.9 million in charitable outreach in the Southeast Wisconsin Region during 2007.  For more information, visit www.thrivent.com or www.lutheransonline.com/rfo300. 

Habitat for Humanity International is an ecumenical Christian ministry that welcomes to its work all people dedicated to the cause of eliminating poverty housing. Since its founding in 1976, Habitat has built more than 250,000 houses worldwide, providing simple, decent and affordable shelter for more than 1 million people. For more information, visit www.habitat.org.

About Milwaukee Habitat for Humanity
Milwaukee Habitat for Humanity is a nonprofit Christian housing ministry dedicated to building decent, affordable housing in partnership with those in need.  Since 1984, Milwaukee Habitat has worked with 360 families to build or rehabilitate homes. By year end that total will be 392 families! For more information, visit www.milwaukeehabitat.org.

CONTACT:

· Stacy Eckes-Borys, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Media Relations Specialist, 920-628-2445,  stacy.eckes-borys@thrivent.com
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