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Prices are up, the economy is down, but the Minnesota State Fair still offers affordable fun
Fairgoers who tour Thrivent Builds Mobile experience no-cost activities, prizes, 

free family photos—and learn something, too!  
MINNEAPOLIS, Minn.  (August 11, 2008) – With a slow economy and high gas prices, more people than ever will be looking for a bargain at the Minnesota State Fair.  So where at the fair is the best entertainment for free?
Located on Wright Avenue near the 4H building, the unique Thrivent Builds Mobile exhibit offers all fairgoers a cost-free opportunity for fun.  Visitors are invited to play games—including a bean bag toss and a doorknob ring toss—enjoy children’s activities and have a family photo taken on a faux construction site. The centerpiece of the exhibit, however, is the opportunity to learn about substandard housing. A 9-minute presentation inside the big, red 67-foot semi will connect fairgoers with the sights, sounds and feel of substandard housing and inform them how they can be a part of the solution. The exhibit, which has visited a dozen states this year, is designed to rally thousands of volunteers, donors and others to support Habitat for Humanity’s effort to build safe, decent, affordable housing.  

The only way to spend money at this “easy on the pocket” exhibit is by competing in a popular nail-pounding competition, challenging friends or family members to beat your time. Just $1 is all it takes to participate and 100 per cent of funds raised will help area Habitat for Humanity affiliates build more homes.    
The Thrivent Builds Mobile will be at the Minnesota State Fair and open to the public:

· 9:00am to 9:00pm, August 21 – September 1, 2008

· Located inside the fairgrounds on Wright Ave. near the 4H building
This truck is part of a four-year, $125 million alliance between Minnesota-based Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and Habitat for Humanity International called “Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity.”  Engaging thousands of volunteers who help build homes funded by the alliance, Thrivent Builds is the largest four-year commitment in the history of either organization.  By the end of 2008, the third year of the alliance, Thrivent Builds will have supported construction of nearly 1,000 U.S. homes, including 97 homes for families in Minnesota.
 “Where else at the fair can your family have a lesson in charity as well as a great time playing games and having fun?” said Judy Dinger, Thrivent Builds Specialist with the Central Minnesota Region of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. “The Thrivent Builds Mobile exhibit is powerful and will leave you with the desire to help out.  And since the exhibit is free, you’ll still have a few dollars in your pocket for cheese curds when you’re done!”

--more--
Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity is a four-year $125 million alliance between Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and Habitat for Humanity International.  The alliance makes Thrivent Financial one of Habitat’s largest single allies and aims to increase Habitat’s annual house production by hundreds of U.S. homes per year and more around the world.  In 2008, more than 320 homes are being built in 42 states and up to 210 trips are planned for worldwide projects.  For more information, visit www.thriventbuilds.com.

About Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and the Central Minnesota Region

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is a not-for-profit Fortune 500 financial services organization helping nearly 3 million members achieve their financial goals and give back to their communities.  Thrivent Financial is a faith-based membership organization called to improve the quality of life of its members, their families and communities by providing solutions that focus on financial security, wellness and caring for others. Locally, the Central Minnesota Region is comprised of more than 136,225 members in the Twin Cities metro area.  Together with its members, Thrivent Financial’s Central Minnesota Region provided more than $11 million in charitable outreach in 2007.  For more information, visit www.thrivent.com.

Habitat for Humanity International is an ecumenical Christian ministry that welcomes to its work all people dedicated to the cause of eliminating poverty housing. Since its founding in 1976, Habitat has built more than 250,000 houses worldwide, providing simple, decent and affordable shelter for more than 1 million people. For more information, visit www.habitat.org.
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