Media Advisory:
Thrivent and Habitat putting money and muscle into revitalizing Des Moines neighborhoods

Major grant announcement is major step toward holistic neighborhood change
What:
A coalition of more than 20 local organizations, including the City of Des Moines, have been notified that their neighborhood action plan will receive significant financial and volunteer investment from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans through its unprecedented alliance with Habitat for Humanity.  This investment will help build homes and provide seed money for a new holistic development plan that will bring transformation to Des Moines’ Mondamin Presidential and King Irving neighborhoods.

Jeff Hahn, senior director of the Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity alliance, and Tom Hendricks, Thrivent Financial  managing partner, will present the check and, at that time, disclose the amount awarded to the Des Moines coalition.

Who:
Mayor pro tem Tom Vlassis and other local elected officials will be joined by neighborhood residents and community organizations to celebrate the announcement by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. 

Tom Hendricks, managing partner of the Greater Iowa Region of Thrivent Financial, will serve as master of ceremonies.

Larry Gluth, vice president, U.S. and Canada, Habitat for Humanity International and Jeff Hahn, senior director, Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity will offer remarks.
When:
Saturday, May 3, 2008  2:00 p.m.

Where:
John R Grubb YMCA, 1611 11th St, Des Moines
Why: 
In 2005, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and Habitat for Humanity formed the four-year, $125 million, Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity alliance.  The mission of this alliance was to change lives and positively impact communities in the U.S. and around the world through homeownership, community development and volunteerism.  According to 2000 census statistics, the poverty rate in the King Irving/Mondamin Presidential neighborhoods is 29 percent compared to 8 percent citywide.  This award to the Des Moines coalition is a major outcome of the alliance and its desire to strengthen communities such as these and, in so doing, to strengthen families.
Contact: 
Cheryl Winget, Thrivent Builds with Habitat, (612) 877-1958 (cell)

