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NEWS RELEASE
Home ownership: A dream come true 
Habitat partner families join with Thrivent members and other volunteers to construct their new homes in the Harambee neighborhood

MILWAUKEE, Wis. (May 1, 2008) – “I have bought into the dream of home ownership!” said Tashana Windhom Prescott, a Habitat partner family who will join hundreds of volunteers May 5 – 9 in beginning the construction on her new home. Prescott’s house is one of 10 being built in the Harambee neighborhood this year through Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity, an alliance between Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and Habitat for Humanity International. 
Tashana Windhom Prescott has a six year-old son and works as a case coordinator for the State of Wisconsin. “I want my son to experience the wonders of living in a house that his mom owns,” she added. Prescott will live at 2908 N. 5th Street. Volunteers from the West Milwaukee County Chapter of Thrivent Financial will help with construction of the home.
Kimberly Payne feels Milwaukee Habitat for Humanity gives her family a chance to be a part of the “American Dream” and a chance to be a role model for her two children. She wants to give back to the community by helping build her home alongside volunteers and creating the awareness that if you work for something it pays off in the long run. Payne will live at 2911 N. 5th Street. Volunteers from the South Milwaukee County Chapter of Thrivent Financial will help with construction of the home. Milwaukee Habitat ReStore is providing additional sponsorship of the home.

Carmel Ramsey has two teenage sons and has worked as a paraprofessional with Milwaukee Public Schools since 2000.  “My children and I need our own space and privacy. We would like to be part of a community that is improving and promoting homeownership. We would like to help rebuild the community so that it’s safe, decent and clean,” said Ramsey. Her family will live at 2915 N. 5th Street. Volunteers from the South East Waukesha County Chapter of Thrivent Financial will help with construction of the home.

Robert Roberson has an infant son and always dreamed of owning a home. He has carpentry experience from attending Milwaukee Tech High School and remembers working on a home rehab project with his school that was sold to a family for $60,000. He plans to put his skill to use in working on his home and those of his neighbors. Roberson will live at 2932 N. 5th Street. Volunteers from the North East Waukesha County Chapter of Thrivent Financial will help with construction of the home. 
Ayub Mohamed and his wife, Isha, have five children under age 9 and are Somali refugees seeking a comfortable home for their family. Mohamed said, “I would like to own our own home. We can help build. We are handy with construction.” Mohamed and his family will live at 2935 N. 5th Street. Volunteers with the Ozaukee County Chapter of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans will help with construction of the home. The Milwaukee Brewers are also providing additional sponsorship of the home. 

Amir Billal and Khadija Hussein have two children and are hard working and dedicated to securing a new home for their family. They will live at 2965 N. 5th Street. Volunteers from the Kenosha County Chapter of Thrivent Financial will help with construction of the home. 
Yolanda Torrence has a 17 year-old daughter and wants to be an example for her family and friends. She wants to build her own home and looks forward to the pride she will feel in the work she is doing. Yolanda wants to be able to tell others about how this program has helped her realize her dream. Torrence will live at 2926 N. 7th Street. Volunteers with the Racine County Chapter of Thrivent Financial will help with construction of the home. 
Opal Donlow shares that it will be a blessing to be able to own her own home and looks forward to be able to sharing that blessing with others by helping build their homes too.  In addition to her 15 year-old daughter, Opal cares for her elderly mother. She is looking forward to having a comfortable place for all of them, with a place for her mom to sit outside. “We are Christians and believe in helping our fellow man. We are loving, caring, and devoted people,” said Donlow. Her home will be framed at Miller Park during Thrivent Builds Week, May 5-9, and will then be moved and completed at 2928 N. 7th Street. Volunteers from the Metro Milwaukee County Chapter of Thrivent Financial will help with construction of the home. Milwaukee Brewers Charities is providing additional sponsorship of the home. 
Loretta Jones says her family struggled when she was a girl, and feels she never had a real home. Now, she wants something better to offer her 16 year-old daughter. Tired of renting and moving, Jones feels that homeownership will provide the stability she has been seeking.  She says, “We both are hard-working and good-spirited people and like working with others.” Jones will live at 3022 N. 7th Street. Volunteers from the West Waukesha County Chapter of Thrivent Financial will help with construction of the home. 
Kayla Scott has a 3 year-old daughter and says homeownership has always been a goal for her. Scott currently lives near other Milwaukee Habitat for Humanity homes and says, “Just knowing my neighborhood is being rebuilt gives me great joy. I would love to be a part of that!” Scott’s new home will be at 3028 N. 7th Street. Volunteers from the North Milwaukee County Chapter of Thrivent Financial will help with construction of the home. 
About Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and Habitat for Humanity International have joined together in an unprecedented alliance.  Called “Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity,” it is rallying Lutherans and their communities into action to partner with families to help them achieve greater economic independence by building and owning simple, decent homes.  The alliance is a four-year, $125-million commitment by Thrivent Financial, a not-for-profit Fortune 500 financial services organization with nearly three million members in the United States. The alliance makes Thrivent Financial one of Habitat’s largest single allies.  In 2008, over 320 homes are being built in 42 states and up to 200 trips are planned for worldwide projects.  For more information, visit www.thriventbuilds.com.
About Milwaukee Habitat for Humanity

Milwaukee Habitat for Humanity is a nonprofit Christian housing ministry dedicated to building decent, affordable housing in partnership with those in need. Since 1984, Milwaukee Habitat has worked with 360 families to build or rehabilitate homes. By year end that total will be 392 families! For more information, visit www.milwaukeehabitat.org.
About Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and the Southeast Wisconsin Region

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is a not-for-profit Fortune 500 financial services organization helping nearly 3 million members achieve their financial goals and give back to their communities.  Locally, The Southeast Wisconsin Regional Financial Office is made up of 90 financial representatives and provides financial products and services to more than 110,000 members in Dodge, Jefferson, Kenosha, Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Racine, Sheboygan, Walworth, Washington, and Waukesha counties.  Together with its members, Thrivent Financial and the Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Foundation provided more than $8.9 million in charitable outreach in the Southeast Wisconsin Region during 2007. For more information, visit www.thrivent.com or www.lutheransonline.com/rfo300. 
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