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Groundbreaking Event
Thrivent Builds Homes Quick Reference Guide
1) What is a groundbreaking and why do one?

The groundbreaking is the official start to house construction.  Much work has gone on before the groundbreaking, but this is the true beginning.  It is a time to offer thanks to God for what has already been done and to provide inspiration for continuing the project.  The groundbreaking is our opportunity to proclaim that Habitat houses are built on the foundation of God’s love.  Some affiliates have found it’s a great way to restart stalled fundraising or volunteer recruiting campaigns because it makes the project real for people.

2) Who plans it?

The family, affiliate project leader, members of the family support committee, house sponsors, the Thrivent Builds MLE and LET, Thrivent Financial Representatives, and other affiliate representatives should meet prior to the groundbreaking to plan the service and determine who will send out invitations, print a bulletin, secure a photographer and so forth.  The Affiliate Project Leader is responsible for ensuring everyone works together to plan the groundbreaking.  The family should help pick the Scriptures and music that will be included in the service, and they should decide what roles they would like to take.

3) When should it be done?

The groundbreaking celebration can be scheduled whenever the land becomes available.  It’s one of the first opportunities to have everyone on the build site together, and it can create a real sense of spirit and unity among the group.

4) What will make it successful?

A successful groundbreaking should involve volunteers, the partner family, sponsor organizations, pastors of Lutheran churches involved with the build, and local media.  It is also a great opportunity to engage and educate congregations with whom you are just beginning to form a relationship—the groundbreaking event can help make the Thrivent Builds Homes project real and exciting to them.  To ensure the best turnout, be sure to send invitations and media releases at least 2–3 weeks before the event.

5) What tools are available to help?

Pages 9-20 of the Habitat for Humanity International Celebrations guide contain suggestions for groundbreaking ceremony services.  The Celebrations guide is available on My.Habitat and in the Thrivent Builds Resources website.  Thrivent Builds Resources also contains a groundbreaking planning worksheet, news release template, newsletter/web text and bulletin insert.  The “People House” service, created by the affiliate in Lake County, Illinois, is a great activity to include at the groundbreaking.  A sample is available on the Thrivent Builds Resources website.
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