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Instructions: Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity Op-Ed Template
Thank you for publicizing Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity with this easy-to- to-submit Op-Ed!
To use this template: 

1. Read “some basic points about Op-Eds” below.

2. Determine the optimum time to use this template.
3. Fill in all sections in red.

4. To use Basic Family Budget Calculator: 

· Click on Basic Family Budget Calculator 

· Select One Parent/Two Children family type

· Select your state abbreviation

· Select name of your city or the area closest to you as listed in the Family Budget

· Click on “Calculate Budget”  

· Insert the “Annual Total” cost listed into your Op-Ed.

5. Include the footnotes at the conclusion of the Op-Ed.
6. Determine who will be listed as author of the Op-Ed and send your completed Op-Ed along with a one-sentence description of his/her position/involvement with either Habitat for Humanity or Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.  Note: The author must be someone who agrees with the opinion expressed, is familiar with the content and is willing to speak about it.   
7. Distribute according to the directions below.
Some basic points about Op-Eds (opinion articles printed opposite the “editorial page”): 

1. Be sure to include your contact information.  Oftentimes, newspaper staff will call to confirm that you have actually written the article.

2. Op-Eds need to state an opinion.  In this case, the text states that “the gap between the current ‘poverty line’ and the Basic Family Budget amount is astounding.”  Always include your opinion on how to improve matters!

3. Op-Eds should not be more than 750 words.  The template below is at approximately 500 words so you can personalize it with another paragraph or two, if you wish.

4. Make sure any numbers or facts you insert are accurate.  Articles that are factually incorrect are either not printed or the author is regarded as someone who is not “detail oriented” and may not be given a second chance.

5. Proofread:  Ask another party to proofread your article before you submit it.  We often don’t see our own mistakes.

6. Don’t worry if your article is not printed—each paper has only so much space.  Try again when it seems appropriate.

How to distribute your Op-Ed to the newspaper:

1. Remember to delete these instructions before sending to the media.
2. You can e-mail, fax, mail or hand deliver your Op-Ed to the editor. If emailing it, copy the content of the completed letter (do not copy the instructions) and paste it into the body of your email.  Read through and correct any formatting changes that occurred in the copy process.

3. If you print the Op-Ed, use Thrivent Builds or Habitat affiliate letterhead.

4. Send the article to the editor at each newspaper in your community.
5. If your local paper asks you to submit the content of your Op-Ed online, simply copy and paste the content of the completed template into the space provided on their Web site.  Correct any formatting changes that occurred in the copy process.  Provide all other information requested and click “submit.”

Op-Ed:  Incomes above “poverty line” are no guarantee to decent housing
According to the U.S. government, “poor” means that your income is something less than a “poverty line” that was defined back in the mid-1960s.  At the time of its inception, the poverty baseline measure was set at approximately three times the annual cost of a nutritionally adequate diet. It was assumed that this amount would enable a family to meet basic needs.  It may have then; it doesn’t now.
Consider the current U.S. “poverty line” amount for a single-parent family with two children.  According to the Census Bureau, the 2008 amount was $17,346¹.  Would this annual income cover a family’s basic needs?  
According to the Economic Policy Institute’s Web site, this three-person family in YourCity/Area must earn $See instructions for Family Budget Calculator² annually to pay for key necessities, without setting aside any money in savings or investments.  Let’s call this a Basic Family Budget amount.
The gap—between the current “poverty line,” an amount by definition that ought to meet a family’s basic needs, and the Basic Family Budget amount—is astounding.  And because housing is one of the largest monthly costs a family must incur, families with incomes beneath that basic budget amount often have no choice but to live in substandard housing.  It’s all they can afford.

The negative effects of substandard housing are well documented.  A simple search—at the library or online—will turn up thousands of books, articles and studies that list the consequences of living in inferior, often infested, shelter.  These consequences are particularly dire for children.  And shouldn’t every child be allowed to grow up in decent, affordable housing?

Our national housing goal is “a decent home and a suitable living environment for every American family,” according to the U.S. Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1441 et seq.).  While this national goal is admirable and was reaffirmed by Congress nearly 50 years later, millions of families continue to live in substandard conditions.  Having an income above the “poverty line” in no way guarantees a decent place to live.
This is an American problem.  It is our problem.  And some folks are trying to do something about it.

Two organizations have joined together to help eliminate poverty housing: Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and Habitat for Humanity International.  Together they have built more than 2,500 homes with families in the United States and around the world since 2005.  Visit thriventbuilds.com and see for yourself how these two organizations are making a difference.
¹http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty/threshld/thresh08.html
²http://www.epi.org/content/budget_calculator
