Thrivent Builds house is not built in vain
The housing market has been on a dramatic path this year—a dramatic path downward.  Remember just a few years ago when homes were selling in days, sometimes hours, after being placed on the market?  New construction was booming, and empty, buildable lots were actually hard to find.

Times are definitely different now.  Homes sit on the market for many months, becoming increasingly harder to sell; residential construction has plummeted, causing concern for builders and subcontractors and negatively influencing economic growth; too many families have lost their homes to foreclosure while others teeter on the brink, struggling to meet their monthly mortgage payments.

In the midst of all this dreary news is a cheery construction story worthy of attention.  If you have driven down Street/AvenueName lately, you may have seen a flurry of activity and a new house going up.  What makes this house unique is not that it is being built in a depressed housing market, rather who is building it and why.

Undoubtedly, many of you have heard of Habitat for Humanity and its mission to eliminate poverty housing across the country and around the world.  Since 1976, Habitat homes have changed the lives of more than a million people worldwide.  But the need continues to grow.  One organization has aligned with Habitat for Humanity in more than 45 states to stretch their capacity to serve hundreds more families each year.  That organization is Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.

The house on Street/AvenueName is a testament to that partnership between Habitat for Humanity and Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, called Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity.  Through this partnership, Thrivent Financial is funding 55 percent of the cost to build this house.  My church, Name of church, along with other Lutheran congregations  and a local/several local Thrivent chapters is/are raising another 10 percent.
As the pastor of a Lutheran congregation that will support this project, I am delighted to have this opportunity to point out the caring hearts of CityName citizens and their willingness to lend a hand to a family in need in our community.  It is our faith in God that leads us to this work.
While the current economics of the housing market may cause some more affluent families to adopt a wait-and-see attitude as they consider upgrading their own comfortable homes, this Thrivent Builds project serves as a good reminder of the constant need for affordable housing.  And it also reminds us of the words of Psalm 127:  “Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain.”
Pastor's title and name is pastor of church name in City name.  
