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What it Means to Partner with Families
Thrivent Builds Homes Quick Reference Guide
What is the Habitat for Humanity model for working with families in need of decent shelter?

Through volunteer labor and donations of money and materials, Habitat builds and rehabilitates simple, decent houses with the help of the homeowner (partner) families.  Habitat houses are sold to partner families at no profit, financed with affordable, no-interest loans.  The homeowners’ monthly mortgage payments are used to build more Habitat houses.
Habitat for Humanity is a partnership, not a charity.  Its philosophy is one of empowerment: giving a hand up, not a handout.  Therefore, Habitat has not been structured as a giveaway program.  In addition to a down payment and the monthly mortgage payments, homeowners invest hundreds of hours of their own labor—sweat equity—into building their Habitat house and the houses of others.

How are partner families selected?

Families in need of decent shelter apply to local Habitat affiliates.  The affiliate’s family selection committee chooses homeowners based on their level of need, their willingness to become partners in the program and their ability to repay the no-profit loan.  Every affiliate follows a nondiscriminatory policy of family selection.  Neither race nor religion is a factor in choosing the families who purchase Habitat houses.

What role will the family play in the Thrivent Builds Homes project?

Each family will invest time in sweat equity.  Some partner families earn all of their sweat equity on the worksite, building their own home and helping their Habitat neighbors as well.  Other families, because of health restrictions or work and family responsibilities, might earn their sweat equity through helping in the affiliate’s office or store.  Just because you don’t see them on the worksite, doesn’t mean they aren’t working toward their sweat equity.  If you have questions about the family and how they are earning their sweat equity, you can speak with the Affiliate Project Leader.

Can partner families speak at meetings to help recruit for the Thrivent Builds Homes project?

Many partner families love the opportunity to talk about the blessings and thanksgivings they have experienced in a Habitat build.  In those cases, it is wonderful to invite them to share.  In almost every instance, when partner families speak to congregations, church members respond.  Having homeowners make presentations to prospective churches and chapters is a great way to recruit support.  Many affiliates count speaking engagements towards a partner family’s sweat equity.

The other side is that some people are shy or uncomfortable speaking in public, and we never want to put a partner in an uncomfortable or compromising position.  Because of that, we recommend that you speak with the Affiliate Project Leader before inviting a partner family to speak.  That person can help you connect with the best speaker available to join the meeting.  Remember that just like everyone, partner families have busy lives and might not be able to attend every meeting.

Can we give gifts to partner families?

Habitat has found that the relationship between partner families and the community members who work with them is a strong and special relationship.  A project like this breaks down the barriers that keep us separated and most groups want to celebrate this by giving gifts.  We have found that this needs to be done with care and consideration.

We strongly recommend that Thrivent Builds Homes Project Teams not give expensive items, such as new furniture, appliances, fencing, etc. to Habitat homeowners.  Appropriate housewarming gifts are items such as a mailbox, a doormat, a nice plant, or a photo album with pictures from the project.

Thrivent Build Homes Project Teams may think that they are doing a favor for a family by giving an expensive gift, but this gift is actually a disservice to the family, because it makes the family more dependent on the project team and less dependent on themselves.  Habitat families are very capable of self-sufficiency!

Giving an expensive gift to one Habitat family is not fair to the other homeowners who don’t have a relationship with other groups, and may then feel that they are not as special as the families partnering with Thrivent Build Homes.  Gifts given to homeowners are not tax deductible.

We also strongly recommend that Thrivent Build Homes Project Teams not seek donations of new items to be given to the homeowner.  Again, this is not fair to other homeowners.  Also, solicitation of contributions could interfere with the fundraising that Habitat development staff and volunteers are already doing in the community.  Gifts given directly to homeowners are not tax deductible.

These recommendations are not to discourage your generosity. If your project team has additional funding, Habitat recommends you contribute this money for the construction of another house with a family in need of simple, decent and affordable housing.

~ Thanks to Charlotte Habitat for Humanity (Charlotte, NC) for their inspiration in creating this guide.
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