SAMPLE BIO


Writing a Family Biography for Your Thrivent Builds Project
Stories about Habitat partner families who help build, then purchase Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity homes can be some of our most powerful communication tools.  They can be used in myriad ways:

· Post the story at the jobsite so that volunteers who are unable to work alongside the family can still get to know them through their personal story

· Include a biography in your media kit as background information

· Post the story at church or place in the bulletin so that the congregation can read about the family whose home they are helping build/fund

· Use the story as part of a volunteer recruitment effort

· Use the story as part of a fundraising effort 
· Post the story on your website

· Use as an article in your affiliate and/or chapter newsletter

· Be creative and think of other ways to use this great tool!

Guidelines for writing your Thrivent Builds homebuyer story:

· Inform the interviewee of the possible uses for the “bio” you are writing about his/her family – i.e., media, newsletter, church, at the construction site, Web site, other Thrivent Builds literature, etc.  Promise them that they will receive a copy when it is done—then keep that promise.
· Ask the interviewee to sign a communications/photo release from your affiliate for him/herself and any minor children that are to be interviewed or photographed.  If your affiliate does not have a communications/photo release template, one can be obtained by clicking here. 

· If possible, allow a family member to proofread your story before printing to catch any errors.

· Don't try to tell an entire life story in a few paragraphs. Rather, emphasize some interesting points about the family and how this home will make a difference in their lives.  Also, consider writing a short and a long version for multiple uses.
· Use description and dialogue to let the reader feel as if he/she is meeting the family in person. Mention the challenges the family faced and then tell how the family’s life was changed for the better.
· Use the interview questions provided as a guide to gleaning the necessary information to write an interesting story—but don’t limit yourself to just these!  If other questions occur to you during your interview, ask them.  Oftentimes, answers lead to other questions!
· Interviews can be written or taped.  If writing notes during your interview, don’t be afraid to stop and double-check with the interviewee the wording of specific quotes you may want to use.

· Before using a tape recorder to record your interview, be sure to ask permission of the interviewee.  If possible, once permission is received, set the recorder out of sight so that it is not a distracting reminder that everything is being recorded.

· Be sure to include some open-ended questions (questions without a definitive answer) that allow the respondent to answer in his or her own words.
· Arrange to have a photo taken of the family/family member to accompany your bio.  Remember, an action shot (putting in sweat equity hours, a mother hugging her child, etc.) is much better than a “mug shot,” but faces must be visible and recognizable. 
Homebuyer questions for Family Biographies:
1. What are the names and occupations of the adults in your family?

2. What are the names and ages of the children in your family?

3. Optional questions for families who are recent immigrants:  What country did you live in before coming to the United States?  When and why did you immigrate to the U.S.?

4. When and how did you hear about Habitat for Humanity?

5. When did you apply for a home?

6. Explain what happened, how you and your family reacted, when you were told that you had been accepted into the program.
7. Where did you live (general area, type of structure) before becoming a Habitat partner family?  In what conditions were you living?
8. How many hours of “sweat equity” is your family required to do?  What kinds of “sweat equity” have you done on your home or other Habitat for Humanity homes?
9. How do you think your life and the lives of your children will change when you move into your new Habitat home?
10. What did you know about Thrivent Financial for Lutherans prior to being accepted into the Habitat for Humanity program?
11. How do you feel about Thrivent Financial’s support of your homebuilding efforts?
12. Have you met any of the volunteers from the Thrivent Financial organization?  Tell me about them.
13. If you could say one thing to the volunteers and to Thrivent Financial for funding the construction of your home and providing volunteer labor, what would that be?

Room for a Christmas Tree
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Carrie and her husband, John, had always worked hard to provide all the necessities for their close-knit family of five.  Occasionally, they could even afford a luxury or two.  But when John was killed in a car accident in 2005, Carrie had to shoulder the burden of raising Max, 9, Polly, 5, and Shelley, 2, on her own.  Her job as an administrative assistant did not always stretch far enough to cover the monthly bills, much less allow for anything extra.  In 2006, the family had to move from the duplex where they had lived for five years to the 14th floor of a high-rise apartment, to afford the rent.  The apartment was ill-maintained with peeling paint and serious plumbing and electrical problems.


“It’s only for a short time,” Carrie explained to her children.  “As soon as we’re back on our feet again, I’ll find us a house.”


But every week, as Carrie scoured the newspaper for affordable rental homes, she became more convinced that they would never be able to move from the ramshackle apartment building where they now resided.


Then, to celebrate her birthday, Carrie had been invited to lunch by a friend.  This friend first told Carrie about Habitat for Humanity.  


“You’ve got to go and at least hear what they have to offer,” her friend advised.


Although she thought it was not a good idea to get her hopes up, Carrie took her friend’s advice and went to an informational meeting for prospective homebuyers.  While it seemed highly unlikely that she would be selected, Carrie decided to apply for a home.  Over the next 10 weeks, she filled out all the necessary forms, turned in all of the requested paperwork and was interviewed both in her apartment and at the Habitat affiliate office.


“They were so thorough.  And the wait for their decision as to whether or not I met the criteria and had been selected was the longest wait of my life,” Carrie explained.  “Every time the phone rang, I jumped.”


But the day came, the call was made, and Carrie could not have been more thrilled.  Required to put in 300 hours of sweat equity, she is excited about working beside the volunteers who will help build her home.


“I can’t believe that there are so many kind people in this world—people who would give up their own free time to help me build my house,” she said, holding her hand over her heart.  

“Do you know how this is going to change our lives?” she asked.  “We are going to have room for a Christmas tree!  And because I will no longer be paying over half my income for rent, I’ll have enough left over to buy each of my children a Christmas gift.”


Carrie’s home is one of 314 homes that will be built across the United States in 2009 through Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity and one of four Thrivent Builds homes that will be built right here in the Minneapolis area by Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity.  To volunteer your time to help build Carrie’s home, call 612-331-4090, or visit www.tchabitat.org.  For more information on Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity, visit www.thriventbuilds.com. 
Carrie with Shelley in 2005
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