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Creating a Web presence
for your Thrivent Builds projects
Putting information about your Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity project on the Web is a great way to recruit volunteers and keep them informed of build site progress.  Here are a few guidelines to help you create a Web presence that is informative and that helps reinforce the trusted reputation of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.

Where to build your Web presence  
There are several ways to easily get your Thrivent Builds information on the Web.

· Lutherans Online – A free online community for Lutherans, sponsored by Thrivent Financial, Lutherans Online offers free Web site hosting and Web site building software that is basic and easy for an average person to use. To learn more and start your own Thrivent Builds site through Lutherans Online, go to:  http://www.lutheransonline.com/createasite 

· Thrivent Financial Chapter Web Sites – Each chapter of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is automatically provided a free Web site in Lutherans Online to help promote volunteer and fund-raising activities.  This is a great place to add information about Thrivent Builds projects your chapter is sponsoring.  Ask your chapter’s communications director or Internet advisor to add a page to promote your Thrivent Builds activities.  To find your chapter’s Web site, use the interactive map at http://www.lutheransonline.com/chapters 
· Thrivent Financial Regional Financial Office (RFO) Fraternal Web Sites – Each Thrivent RFO has its own Web site on Lutherans Online to help promote fraternal activities within their region.  Adding a Thrivent Builds page to these sites allows members from an entire geographic area to see available build dates and activities.  To find your RFO’s Web site, use the interactive map at http://www.lutheransonline.com/chapters and contact your LCSS-TB to update information on the site.   
· Habitat for Humanity Affiliate Web Sites – Most Habitat affiliates have their own Web sites.  Adding a Thrivent Builds page to these sites helps reach an audience of volunteers who are already excited about volunteering their time to help families achieve the dream of home ownership.  Contact your Habitat Affiliate Publicity Coordinator to ask about building a Thrivent Builds page on your local Habitat affiliate Web site.
Tips for content on your Web page/site

· Keep the information as current as possible.  Including build dates and events is a great idea – just be sure to update the site when dates have passed. People expect Web site information to be accurate and current!  If you do want to keep photos or stories from past years’ Thrivent Builds projects on your Web site, be sure to move them off the main page and label them with the year to which the information pertains.

· Get permission to share photos.  Showing photos of your build sites is a fantastic way to generate volunteer interest and keep volunteers up to date on progress. Also be sure you’ve received permission from Habitat partner families or Thrivent Builds volunteers to use their photos on your Web site.  You should have them fill out a Communication Photo Release and keep it on file, just like you would if you were using photos with a news release to the media.

· Get permission to share personal information.  Adding contact information for a Thrivent Builds Chapter Specialist or Congregational Champion is a great way to get volunteers connected.  But be sure you get the permission of those contact people first before posting their names, phone numbers, addresses or e-mail addresses on your Web site.  Remember: Web sites are public information that everyone can see.
· Use proper Thrivent Builds logo and language.  In order to reinforce our brand across the country, it’s important in all marketing and promotion efforts – including Web sites – to use the approved Thrivent Builds logo.  Make sure you’re using the right language by reviewing the Thrivent Builds Writing Guidelines.  Do not copy the Thrivent Builds, Habitat for Humanity or Thrivent Financial logos from other Web sites or marketing materials.  You can request a logo online at http://www.thriventbuilds.com/resources/topic/tblogo.html
· Donations to Habitat for Humanity.  If you are using your Web site to help raise funds for Thrivent Builds projects, make sure to include a list of upcoming fund-raisers in your chapter.  If you request donors to issue checks or make donations outside of attending a fund-raiser, you must direct donors to make their donations to your local Habitat for Humanity affiliate.  Sites sponsored by Thrivent chapters may not solicit donations.  Any donation language must link to the Habitat for Humanity affiliate Web site.  Many affiliates already have online donation capabilities on their Web sites, so this makes it even easier for your donors to help contribute to your Thrivent Builds project.
Important considerations for building your own Thrivent Builds Web site
It is strongly encouraged that you build your Thrivent Builds Web presence using one of the four suggestions above (Lutherans Online, Thrivent Financial Chapter site, RFO site, Habitat affiliate site).  If, however, you have a volunteer who is particularly Web savvy who wants to build a separate Thrivent Builds Web site, there are several important legal considerations for doing so.

· The Web site domain name (or address/URL) may not contain the words “thrivent,” “habitat,” or “thriventbuilds.”  Those terms are legally registered to Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and Habitat for Humanity International.  The legal department of Thrivent Financial regularly monitors use of those terms, and any sites built using them in their domain name will be asked to transfer domain ownership to Thrivent Financial.  You may use “tb” in the domain name (ex.: www.tbappleton.org).

· Be particularly careful about the company you choose to host your Web site.  There are many companies that offer free Web hosting, but often those companies also retain the ability to add pop-up advertising to your Web site – without you even knowing about it!  Remember how important it is to maintain a trusted reputation with Thrivent Financial and Habitat volunteers.  Be sure your hosting company does not have any hidden advertising abilities on your site.
· In order to help preserve that trusted reputation, all Web sites created independently (not on Lutherans Online or a Habitat affiliate site) must be submitted for approval.  To gain approval, send your site Web address/URL to thriventbuilds@thrivent.com with the subject “Independent Thrivent Builds Web site for approval.” A member of the Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity Alliance Strategy Office will review the site for proper branding and language and reply with suggestions or approval.  
· All above tips for Web site content also apply to independently created Thrivent Builds Web sites.  

· If you have additional questions, please call the Fraternal Call Center at (800) 847-4836 or e-mail thriventbuilds@thrivent.com
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