Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity Writing Tips
1. Use “no-profit mortgage” instead of “0% interest mortgage.” 

2. You may use “partnership” or “have joined together” when referring to the relationship between Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and Habitat for Humanity.  

3. Do use “partner” or “partnership” when referring to individuals or families chosen to build homes with Habitat.
4. Avoid the word “sponsor.”  We do not want the partnership to be seen as a money drop or a corporate sponsorship. The only exception would be: “Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is Habitat for Humanity’s largest non-government sponsor.”
5. When referring to the partnership, use Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity on first reference.  Second and subsequent reference is Thrivent Builds.

6. There are currently two Thrivent Builds programs: Thrivent Builds Homes and Thrivent Builds Worldwide. 
7. When referring to the organization, use Habitat for Humanity( International on first reference.  The ( goes after the word Humanity.  Habitat for Humanity or Habitat are OK on second reference.  (You can create the ( symbol by typing Alt+Ctrl+R or (R) in Microsoft Word.) 
8. When referring to the organization, use Thrivent Financial for Lutherans( on first reference.  The ( goes after the word Lutherans.  Thrivent Financial is OK on second reference. Thrivent alone is never OK.
9. The homes we’re building are, on first reference, Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity homes.  On second reference, they are Thrivent Builds homes.  This also applies to work sites.

10. Refer to the Thrivent Builds website as  ThriventBuilds.com

11. Homebuilding is one word.

12. Fundraising is one word per Thrivent Financial style (see online Style Guide).

13. Don't say "one home at a time" or "one square foot at a time."  We’re building many homes at one time.  Habitat likes to encourage the concept of capacity building.

14. Don't say ecumenical in reference to Habitat.  You will see this in some early Thrivent Builds materials, but it won’t appear in reprints.  You may say “Christian housing ministry.”  The word “ecumenical” is part of the Habitat boilerplate language, but it is a sensitive word to Thrivent members, and we have an agreement to leave it out of our materials.

15. Avoid patronizing terms or words that suggest we’re saviors to those who had nothing.  Be careful with the word “giving” – as in giving hope, which implies they had none before.  Choose words like sharing, building, hand-up, help, strengthen.

16. Don't say “deserving families.”  Saying “families in need” is OK.

17. Don't say “put your faith into action” or words that imply the reader doesn’t do that already or that Thrivent Builds is the ONLY way to express one’s faith. We can say “express your faith in new ways.”

18. The words for what Thrivent Builds is trying to accomplish (in this order) are:  building simple, decent, affordable homes.

19. In text, italicize all references to the Thrivent Builds programs for better readability.  (example: There are different types of Thrivent Builds Worldwide trips.)  
20. We work “with” or “alongside” “partner families,” “homebuyers” or “future Habitat homeowners”.  We do not build homes for anyone, nor are they recipients of home – we’re not giving anything away.  The families work hard to help build their homes AND they pay for them.
21. There is a difference between nonprofit and not-for-profit organizations.  Habitat for Humanity is a nonprofit and Thrivent Financial is a not-for-profit.  You cannot use these terms interchangeably.  

22. People who are members of Thrivent Financial should be referred to as “members of Thrivent Financial” or “Thrivent members.”  They should not be referred to as “Thrivent Financial members.”
