Instructions: Thrivent Builds Mobile news release 

Thank you for helping publicize the 2009 Thrivent Builds Mobile tour! The Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity Alliance Strategy Office makes this process easy by offering a ready-to-use, compliance-approved news release. To use, fill in the variable fields, using the instructions below. 

How to complete the news release: 

Make changes as indicated below.  To save, use “Save As” to ensure the document is being stored where you want it.  Always ask a second person to review it before you send your release to the media. It’s often hard to see your own mistakes!

1. Type in the media contact information (name, e-mail, phone number) at the top of the page. These are the local Thrivent Financial and/or Habitat contacts who will take media calls and set up interviews.

2. Localize the sub-headline by typing in the variable event field.

3. Localize the dateline by typing the city in ALL CAPS, followed by the Associated Press abbreviation for the state.  Add the appropriate date.  Choose your state abbreviation from the table below:

Associated Press State Abbreviations

 * Do Not Abbreviate

	Ala.
	Colo.
	Ga.
	Iowa*
	Md.
	Mo.
	N.J.
	Ohio*
	S.C.
	Vt.
	Wyo

	Alaska*
	Conn.
	Hawaii*
	Kan.
	Mass.
	Mont.
	N.M.
	Okla.
	S.D.
	Va.
	

	Ariz.
	Del.
	Idaho*
	Ky.
	Mich.
	Neb.
	N.Y.
	Ore.
	Tenn.
	Wash.
	

	Ark.
	D.C.
	Ill.
	La.
	Minn.
	Nev.
	N.C.
	Pa.
	Texas*
	W. Va.
	

	Calif.
	Fla.
	Ind.
	Maine*
	Miss.
	N.H.
	N.D.
	R.I.
	Utah*
	Wis.
	


4. Continue to fill in the variable fields throughout the release as indicated.  Make sure you receive permission from the person to whom you assign each quote.  If they want to change the quote to better personalize it, this is entirely permissible.  If you do not have a local Habitat or Thrivent Financial person available to whom you are able to assign a quote, simply delete that portion from the template.

5. Fill in the variable information in the Habitat affiliate boilerplate.

6. Fill in the variable information in the Thrivent Financial RFO boilerplate.  Your LCSS-TB is your best source for this information.
How to distribute the news release:

· Two or three days before the truck arrives, send this news release to your local media (newspapers, radio stations, television stations) as well as other communication channels: church and affiliate newsletters, church bulletins, etc. Remember to delete these instructions before sending to the media and others.

· You can e-mail, fax, mail or hand deliver the news release. If emailing the release, copy the content of the release (do not copy the instructions) and paste it into the body of your email.  Read through and correct any formatting changes that occurred in the copy process.

· If you print the release, use Thrivent Builds or Habitat affiliate letterhead. 

· Send the news release to a specific individual (editor, news director, etc.) at each media outlet, if possible.

· Statewide Media Lists can be found on the Resources site at http://www.thriventbuilds.com/resources/topic/medialiststates.html
· For questions about this release or the media lists, contact cheryl.winget@thrivent.com (612-844-5025) or kelsey.midthun@thrivent.com (612-844-5825).  

NEWS RELEASE
CONTACTS:

FirstName LastName, Title, XXX-XXX-XXXX or www.EmailAddress.com 

Cheryl Winget, Thrivent Builds media specialist, 612-844-5025 or cheryl.winget@thrivent.com
Kelsey Midthun, Thrivent Builds media specialist, 612-844-5825 or kelsey.midthun@thrivent.com 
Downloadable photos available at www.thriventbuilds.com/media/photogallery/mobile.html  
Rolling exhibit transports visitors into substandard housing 
$125 million alliance offers Event visitors snapshot of national problem 

that continues to worsen in difficult economic times
CITY, StateAbbr.  (Month XX, 2009) – Even with the prevalent headlines about the difficulties in obtaining or keeping a decent, affordable home, many of us live in relative comfort and security. We don’t worry about mildew, unsafe electrical connections, rotting floors or shivering through a winter without heat. But for the more than 95 million people in the United States who are impacted by housing problems – including poor quality shelter, overcrowding, homelessness and disproportionately high costs for shelter – these concerns aren’t just worries, they’re realities. 
  And evidence of those realities exist here, in City/Area, as well. 

It can be hard to imagine what it’s like to live in substandard housing, and even harder to imagine how you can help. This year at the event, there’s an opportunity to see the problem firsthand and learn how each of us can be part of the solution.  The 67-foot Thrivent Builds Mobile is part of a $125 million alliance between Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and Habitat for Humanity International called “Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity.”  During a free, nine-minute tour through this multimedia exhibit on wheels, event visitors will connect with the sights, sounds and feel of substandard housing. Outside the exhibit, visitors will enjoy competitive games, kids’ activities, volunteer information, and a free gift.  The exhibit, traveling through nine states this year, is designed to rally thousands of individuals and organizations to advocate, donate, and participate in Habitat’s effort to build decent, affordable housing.  
The Mobile will be at the Event and open to the public:

· XX:XX am/pmDays, dates,  – XX:XX am/pm


· At address on event grounds or main address of event 
“Substandard housing is a global problem, but it’s also a problem that touches the lives of people right here in our own community,” said FirstName LastName, title of HabitatAffiliateName.  “Unfortunately, until a person has seen and experienced this need, it often remains a problem that is hidden from view.” 
Thrivent Financial is one of Habitat’s largest allies.  Thanks to its 2.6 million members who own financial products with the organization, Thrivent Financial is able to contribute to the improvement of communities across the nation.  More than 1,000 Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity homes have been built in the U.S. to date.  This year over 300 homes, including X in City or State, are being built in the U.S. and hundreds more will be constructed by volunteer teams in other countries. 
“Being able to help provide a family with a home means so much to Thrivent members,” states Thrivent Financial Representative, title.  “Volunteering is an important aspect of our membership.  This exhibit tells the Thrivent Builds story and asks others in the community to join us as we help some of our most vulnerable families take an important step toward financial security through affordable homeownership.”

For information, visit www.thriventbuilds.com.  
About Habitat Affiliate Name
HabitatAffiliateName is a nonprofit Christian housing ministry dedicated to building decent, affordable housing in partnership with those in need in city/territory served.  Since XXXX (year established), Habitat Affiliate Name has helped to house XXX families.  For more information, visit www.AffiliateWebAddress.xxx and www.habitat.org.

About Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and the RFOName Region of Thrivent Financial
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is a not-for-profit Fortune 500 financial services organization helping approximately 2.6 million members achieve their financial goals and give back to their communities.  Thrivent Financial is a faith-based membership organization called to improve the quality of life of its members, their families and communities by providing solutions that focus on financial security, wellness and caring for others. Locally, the RFO Name Region is comprised of more than XXX,XXX members in description of territory served.  Together with its members, Thrivent Financial’s RFO Name Region provided more than $X.X million in charitable outreach in 200X.  For more information, visit www.RFOWebSite.com and www.thrivent.com.


 America’s Neighbors: The Affordable Housing Crisis and the People it Affects, National Low Income Housing Coalition, Washington, DC (2004) www.nlihc.org.

—END—







