Habitat Lehigh Valley and Thrivent Builds start their fifth house together

by Mary Youtz
Construction is well under way for a home on James Street in Bethlehem, PA, which is the fifth home in three years to be sponsored by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and built by Habitat Lehigh Valley. “Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, through ‘Thrivent Builds,’ chose to partner with Habitat for Humanity because they recognize that affordable homes are critically needed to break the cycle of poverty and help children grow up in a safe and healthy environment,” said Mark Erle, Habitat Lehigh Valley Board Secretary and Thrivent Builds Specialist. 

The home on James Street is being constructed for Elvin and Mariela Matos and their three children: Gabriela, 8; Elvin Ariel, 5; and Melvin, 3. Elvin and Mariela  had donated 35 hours each of “sweat equity,” working side-by-side with other volunteers to build their home, as of the end of June. “It’s a wonderful experience, working on your own home, having all these people helping,” Elvin Matos said. “It’s an experience that will never be forgotten.” 

The Matos home is one of 40 planned by Habitat Lehigh Valley for that area. The housing development is on the hillside of Bethlehem’s beautiful South Mountain, with a magnificent view of the Lehigh Valley. Habitat Lehigh Valley has built 70 homes in the Valley during the past 19 years, as it seeks to give a hand-up, not a hand-out with interest-free mortgages. 

The five homes made possible by the partnership of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and Habitat Lehigh Valley required contributions of over $335,000, local fund-raising of over $45,000, and over 6,000 volunteer hours by 500 Lutherans. “When you volunteer with Habitat Lehigh Valley, you don’t just build houses,” Erle said. “Your time is a legacy investment that affects families in a significant and positive way for generations to come.”

