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Dear  the name of your church pastor or outreach coordinator,

I send you greetings in the name of the Lord.

With the support of Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity, I recently traveled with to El Salvador to build a community of houses with Habitat for Humanity.  I had a life-changing experience and would like for our congregation to get involved with the good work that Habitat for Humanity El Salvador is doing in collaboration with the Salvadoran Lutheran Synod.

From Monday through Friday, the other team members and I mixed cement, carried bricks, and moved and compacted dirt in order to build a two-bedroom, concrete-block house for the __________ family.   This house is just one in a community of decent, earthquake-resistant homes that Habitat for Humanity El Salvador and Thrivent Financial for Lutherans are building for poor, landless families.   More than houses, the community will offer values education for youth, microentrepreneurship opportunities to generate sustainable income, community leadership, health clinics and financial education in partnership with other communities.
The Lord used our physical strength and our hearts to help the families.  As I got to know the name of partner family family during the course of the week, I learned that one of every three people in El Salvador lives in substandard housing, partly as a result of a lack of job opportunities in the country.  By our American standards, the Salvadorans have very little.  In spite of that, the people we met were generous and hospitable, hard-working and so excited to live in their own home.”  Share a little about the partner family you worked with in El Salvador.
The local Lutheran Church is also active in El Salvador and has ministries to help these families.  Not only did a Lutheran church invite us to worship with them on the first Sunday of our trip, but members of the congregation spent a day building homes with us. Share a little about this experience.

I would like to share this experience with our congregation by doing a presentation or sharing my photos, but really I think that the best way to share this experience is to invite my Lutheran brothers and sisters to spend a week in El Salvador building houses and relationships like I was able to do.  Although I went to volunteer and help build a house, I received much more than I could give.  I know the same would be true for other church members if we—as a congregation—could get involved with this housing ministry.

As the attached letter from the Church Relations Coordinator of Habitat for Humanity El Salvador confirms, the doors are open for us not only to become involved in the movement to eradicate poverty housing in El Salvador, but also to develop long-term relationships with Salvadoran Lutheran churches.

Blessings,

Your name and contact information
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January 2009
Dear Lutheran brothers and sisters,
On behalf of Habitat for Humanity El Salvador, I send you greetings in the name of the Lord, with wishes that your ministry is thriving.
Our housing ministry was recently blessed with the arrival of a team of Lutheran volunteers, including a member of your church, through Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity. The Lord manifested Himself to us through these volunteers, who worked alongside Salvadoran families in the construction of what’s called the Thrivent Builds Worldwide El Salvador Community. We were witnesses of this act of solidarity.
We started collaborating with local Lutheran churches more than ten years ago, when we discovered that we shared the dream that one day all Salvadorans would live under a decent roof.  The Thrivent Builds Worldwide El Salvador Community project has given us the opportunity to work even more closely with the local Lutheran church and to brainstorm together how we can help more Salvadoran families in need of adequate housing.
Our current partnership with Lutherans also fits in well with our “Building Hope” Campaign, which seeks to help 500 families in five years through the support of national and international churches.  Since we began the campaign three years ago, we have been able to build 184 houses and raise more than $860,000.  We do not doubt that the Lord is using His instruments to help us achieve these good results and trust in Him that we will be able to fulfill the campaign goals within the next two years.
The member of your church who built with us is a pioneer of a movement that seeks to build God’s Kingdom here on earth.  I invite you and your church to join Habitat for Humanity El Salvador and Salvadoran Lutheran churches in providing adequate housing to Salvadoran families who currently live in substandard living conditions.   By creating this triangle of faith, we would be a more powerful force in the eradication of poverty housing in my country.  We hope to see you in El Salvador soon.
Blessings,

Carlos Avalos

Carlos Avalos

Church Relations Coordinator

Habitat for Humanity El Salvador

Colonia General Arce, Calle Jorge Domínguez # H-4, San Salvador, El Salvador

Telephone: (503) 2298-5253; Website: www.habitatelsalvador.org.sv; Email: CAvalos@habitatelsalvador.org.sv
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