POST-TRIP News Release
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Instructions: 
Thank you for helping publicize the Thrivent Builds Worldwide El Salvador Community! Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity makes this process easy by having ready-to-use, approved news releases. To use this news release, simply fill in the variable fields, using the instructions below. 
How to complete the news release:

Make changes as indicated below. To save, use “Save As” to ensure the document is being stored where you need it. Always ask a second person to review it before you send your release to the media. It’s often hard to see your own mistakes! And lastly, don’t forget to delete these instructions before sending this release!
1. Fill in the variable information in the headline by typing in your home city and trip location.

2. Localize the dateline by typing your town in ALL CAPS, followed by the Associated Press abbreviation for the state, as follows:
Associated Press State Abbreviations * Not Abbreviated

	Ala.
	Colo.
	Ga.
	Iowa*
	Md.
	Mo.
	N.J.
	Ohio*
	S.C.
	Vt.
	Wyo

	Alaska*
	Conn.
	Hawaii*
	Kan.
	Mass.
	Mont.
	N.M.
	Okla.
	S.D.
	Va.
	

	Ariz.
	Del.
	Idaho*
	Ky.
	Mich.
	Neb.
	N.Y.
	Ore.
	Tenn.
	Wash.
	

	Ark.
	D.C.
	Ill.
	La.
	Minn.
	Nev.
	N.C.
	Pa.
	Texas*
	W. Va.
	

	Calif.
	Fla.
	Ind.
	Maine*
	Miss.
	N.H.
	N.D.
	R.I.
	Utah*
	Wis.
	


3. Insert your city’s name in paragraph one and complete as directed. Personalize paragraphs two and three with a quote about your experience and your team information. Write your quote in first person. (See example.)
4. Type in your contact information, name, email and phone number, at the bottom of the document. This is the information the media will use to set up interviews.

How to distribute the news release:

· This news release can be sent to your local media (newspapers, radio stations, television stations) as well as other communication channels: church and Habitat affiliate newsletters, church bulletins, etc. 
· You can either email, fax, mail or hand deliver the news release, but never email a news release as an attachment. Always copy and paste the text into the body of the email. 
Send the news release to a specific individual if possible (editor, news director, etc.). 
NEWS RELEASE

Contact:  

Your full name 





Your phone number 






Your email 



City residents returns from 
home-building trip to El Salvador
Experience giving families a “hand up” in Central America was vastly different from the usual vacation

CITY, State abbr. (Month Date, Year)—Poverty and inadequate housing have a whole new meaning for one; or however many trip participants are from this city city residents after working side-by-side with Salvadoran families during a Thrivent Builds Worldwide trip. Participant Name fully expected to work hard and change the lives of Salvadoran families for the better. While these expectations were met, it came as a surprise that he/she was also strongly impacted by the experience. 
Quote about your emotions regarding your trip, such as…“Volunteering in El Salvador really grabbed my heart,” said participant last name. “One of every three people in El Salvador lives in substandard housing, partly as a result of a lack of job opportunities in the country, so by our American standards, the Salvadorans have very little. In spite of that, the people we met were generous and hospitable, hard-working and so excited to live in their own home.”
Dates of the trip, a team of number people, including name of participant quoted above assisted with the construction of homes for families in Ahuachapan, El Salvador. The volunteers working alongside the families who would live in the community carried bricks, mixed cement, moved dirt and painted interior and exterior walls. Each 400-square-foot home under construction includes a living room, kitchen, bathroom and two bedrooms. 
The team’s contributions gave a boost to the community-building efforts of Habitat for Humanity El Salvador. Habitat El Salvador has developed a more holistic way to help poor Salvadoran families improve their quality of life. This new community—funded and built partially by members of U.S.-based Thrivent Financial for Lutherans—provides each resident family with a simple, decent house, utilities and social infrastructure such as green areas and community buildings. 
Thrivent Builds Worldwide teams like this one will help build as many as 35 homes in the Getsemani Community in Ahuachapan, El Salvador this year. Thrivent Financial makes an $8,000 contribution to the Habitat host affiliate on behalf of all participants who are members.
This team of volunteers also had the opportunity to put down their work gloves and have some free time to attend a Lutheran church service on Sunday, play soccer with construction masons, learn how to make pupusas (a corn-based tortilla filled with cheese and beans, a national staple in the Salvadoran diet). The volunteers will have an adventure day on The Route of the Flowers / spend a day on El Sunzal beach / tour the capital city of San Salvador, a popular tourist attraction.

“Even though it was a week of hard work, it was also exhilarating to know that we were doing something to make a difference,” said participant name. “I went into this knowing that the work we would do would better the lives of those we served, but now it has changed my life, too.” 
While participant name(s) traveled to El Salvador, other Thrivent Builds Worldwide volunteer teams help build homes in other parts of Central America, in the United States, Eastern Europe, Africa and beyond. All trips bring together Thrivent Financial for Lutherans members with other Lutherans and volunteers to build homes with families in need. 

To learn more, visit Thriventbuilds.com/worldwide/elsalvador.

Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity is a multi-year, multi-million dollar partnership between Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and Habitat for Humanity International. Thrivent Builds is designed to involve Thrivent members and Lutherans in helping provide a “hand up” to people who lack decent shelter, offering them a path to greater economic independence. Excluding government funding, Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity is Habitat's largest single source of funding, constructing nearly 2,653 homes in the U.S. and around the world since 2005. For more information, visit ThriventBuilds.com. 

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is a not-for-profit, Fortune 500 financial services membership organization helping approximately 2.5 million members achieve financial security and give back to their communities. Thrivent Financial and its affiliates offer a broad range of financial products and services including life insurance, annuities, mutual funds, disability income insurance, bank products and more. As a not-for-profit organization, Thrivent Financial creates and supports national outreach programs and activities that help congregations, schools, charitable organizations and individuals in need. For more information, visit Thrivent.com. Also, you can find us on Facebook and Twitter.
Insurance products issued or offered by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, Appleton, WI.  Not all products are available in all states. Securities and investment advisory services are offered through Thrivent Investment Management Inc., 625 Fourth Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55415, 800-847-4836, a FINRA and SIPC member  and a wholly owned subsidiary of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. Thrivent Financial representatives are registered representatives of Thrivent Investment Management Inc.  They are also licensed insurance agents of Thrivent Financial.  

Bank products and trust services are offered through Thrivent Financial Bank, (Member FDIC, Equal Housing Lender), a wholly owned subsidiary of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. Insurance, securities, investment advisory services, and trust and investment management accounts are not deposits, are not guaranteed by Thrivent Financial Bank, are not insured by the FDIC or any other federal government agency, and may go down in value.
For additional important disclosure information, please visit Thrivent.com/disclosures.

Habitat for Humanity International is an ecumenical Christian ministry that welcomes to its work all people dedicated to the cause of eliminating poverty housing. Since its founding in 1976, Habitat has built, rehabilitated, repaired or improved more than 400,000 houses worldwide, providing simple, decent and affordable shelter for more than 2 million people. For more information, or to donate or volunteer, visit Habitat.org.

—END—

