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Thrivent Builds Worldwide
   Sample Invitation Letter
Hi [FIRST NAME]!
[TODAY’S DATE]
([FIRST NAME] [LAST NAME] [HABITAT ID#] [GVT CODE])

We’re going to [LOCATION], from [DATES] to build homes through Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity and we’d like you to join us!

Thank you for your interest in participating in our Thrivent Builds Worldwide trip. [I/we] would like to extend an official invitation to you to join [my/our] team. The team will consist of [NUMBER OF TEAM MEMBERS] engaged and adventurous folks.  When the team is formed, [I/we]’d like to put together a newsletter with photos and bios of each team member to help us all get to know each other.  Please begin working on a brief bio of yourself for the team.
The cost for this trip is still projected at $[COST] for Thrivent Financial benefit members and $[COST] for associate members and non-members (airfare not included).  Should you decide to join us…which we hope you will…you will need to confirm your place by registering online at http://www.habitat.org/cd/gv/apply/thrivent/apply_event.aspx.  You will simply need to enter the event code of our trip ([GVTCODE]) to begin the registration process.  If you are a member of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, you will also need your 9-digit Thrivent ID number.  Please call the Thrivent Member Connection Center at (800) 847-4836 for assistance with this.  

NOTE: One program change to be aware of is that beginning in 2011, only Thrivent Financial benefit members are eligible for a discounted trip cost.  Benefit members are those age 16 or older who have applied for and have been accepted into membership, and own Thrivent Financial for Lutherans insurance or annuities.  In previous years, the discounted trip costs were available to Thrivent benefit members AND some associate members who owned mutual funds and Thrivent Life Insurance Company products. Check your eligibility here:  https://service.thrivent.com/apps/ThriventBuilds/worldwide/QualifyInit.do
You will also need to submit a nonrefundable and nontransferable $350 deposit within two weeks of receiving this invitation.  You may either raise the money through your Habitat fundraising webpage or make this payment online by Master Card, Visa, Discover or American Express or by check or money order.  The most efficient way to pay is by credit card at the secure website, hosted by Habitat for Humanity Global Village, which is accessed via the “Pay Global Village Fees or Donate in Support of a Trip” link from the Global Village home page (http://www.habitat.org/gv).  Checks should be made payable to “Habitat for Humanity International” and sent to:
Habitat for Humanity International 
Global Village

P. O. Box 369

Americus, GA 31709
You can also make a payment with credit card by calling the customer service representative at (800) HABITAT, ext.7530. 

Each of your TBW trip payments must include two things:

1. Your eight-digit personal Habitat ID number.  (Within a few days of registration, you will also receive an email from Habitat for Humanity with your personal Habitat ID number which you'll also need to create a fundraising website.)
2. The event code of our trip ([GVT CODE]). 
You are invited to join other volunteers in using a new website called Share.Habitat. Using this site, you can help spread the word about your trip, raise money for your trip cost and/or help support your host country by raising funds to continue building after your trip is over. All that is needed to get started is your GVT code, Habitat Personal ID, and an email address. Point your browser to https://www.habitat.org/cd/gv/participant/tripshare.aspx to set up your personal fundraising page. It is easy to set-up and share!


As long as you have registered and submitted your deposit, Thrivent Builds Worldwide staff will mail you an orientation package 10-12 weeks prior to the trip which includes a Thrivent Builds Worldwide T-shirt and Orientation Handbook. An electronic version of the Orientation Handbook, as well as numerous other helpful resources, can be found at http://www.habitat.org/gv/resources.aspx 
Please feel free to check out the Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity website at http://www.thriventbuilds.com to learn more about the partnership between Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and Habitat for Humanity.  Thrivent Builds is helping hundreds of families each year to achieve the dream of homeownership – both domestically and internationally.  You can also check out Habitat’s work in [LOCATION] at [WEBSITE].

Once again, thank you for your interest in this trip. We are looking forward to working and building with you in [LOCATION].

Sincerely,

[TEAM LEADER NAME(S)]
[GVT CODE]
[HABITAT HOST PROGRAM, COUNTRY]
[DATES]
Contact:

Email: [TEAM LEADER EMAIL]
Phone #: [TEAM LEADER PHONE NUMBER]
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