Dear Thrivent Builds Worldwide El Salvador Community team member,

Thank you for accepting the invitation to join a Thrivent Builds Worldwide El Salvador Community team and to work together with Habitat for Humanity El Salvador to build as many as 20 homes in the Getsemani Community in Ahuachapan. You are a significant part of Habitat for Humanity and Thrivent Financial for Lutheran’s important work worldwide, and we look forward to partnering with you.  
Enclosed in this orientation packet are a variety of tools and information to help you prepare for this exciting adventure. In order for you to have the best trip possible, we wanted to draw your attention to some actions that you’ll need to get started on:
· Do you need help fundraising?  We suggest you start right away! 
· Create a fundraising website using the HFHI web fundraising tool.  Point your Web browser to https://www.habitat.org/cd/gv/participant/tripshare.aspx and in just a few minutes you can create a personalized fundraising webpage for your trip. Through this site, you can help spread the word about your trip, raise money for your trip cost and/or help support Habitat for Humanity by raising funds to continue building after your trip is over.

· Access tools to help you tell the story of your upcoming trip.  Before you leave for El Salvador and after you return, share your experience with friends and family!  
· Watch and share your Thrivent Builds Worldwide El Salvador Community DVD. 
· Check out the additional outreach resources available online at www.thriventbuilds.com/resources/topic/tbwelsalvador.html.  Here you will find templates that have been created to help you with your pre- and post-trip outreach. Materials include a Thrivent Builds Worldwide El Salvador Community fact sheet, bulletin inserts, newsletter/web text, a fundraising letter, PowerPoint presentations, news releases and more.
· Another resource that you may find useful is the “Global Village Presenter’s Guide,” a manual that you can get free of charge if you call the Habitat for Humanity Global Village office at 1-800-HABITAT, ext. 7530.  

· Full payment for your trip is due 45-60 days before you leave.  

· Carefully review the enclosed Payment Policies and Procedures.  Make all remittances payable to: Habitat for Humanity International. Include the event code and your name and eight-digit identification number on all Thrivent Builds Worldwide correspondence, including checks.  If you are raising funds from outside sources, code every check before forwarding them to Global Village.  Habitat for Humanity International must receive final payment 45 to 60 days before departure. Contact your team leader to verify payment due. 
· If you wish to pay by credit card please go to https://secure.habitat.org/giving/gv.html or select the Donate Online option from www.habitat.org/gv.   If you experience technical issues, you may call the Habitat for Humanity Global Village office at 1-800-HABITAT, ext. 7530.  We will send an acknowledgement letter to anyone making a check or credit card payment/donation to a Thrivent Builds Worldwide work project.  
· Send payments to: Global Village – Event Code GVT##### (enter the event code), Habitat for Humanity, PO Box 369, Americus, GA  31709

· Orient yourself to the exciting project you are about to experience.  Make sure you have a safe trip!

· Orientation Handbook:  This valuable resource from Habitat for Humanity Global Village explains what to expect and how to prepare for your upcoming Thrivent Builds Worldwide trip. 
· Thrivent Builds Worldwide El Salvador Community Pre-Trip Orientation Guide:  This document is a great resource for information about El Salvador, Habitat for Humanity El Salvador, the Thrivent Builds Worldwide El Salvador Community, money matters, what to pack, construction tips, additional resources to learn more and other details about volunteering in the El Salvador Community.
· Thrivent Builds Worldwide Online Country Specific Resources:  On this page, you’ll find links to websites where you can learn more about El Salvador—and how Habitat for Humanity is helping to make a difference there. Information about how to visit the Center for Disease Control website is also included to provide you with tips for how to stay healthy in-country and recommendations for immunizations.  Be sure to consult a travel clinic and/or your personal physician for additional recommendations and advice.  Thrivent Builds Worldwide staff and team leaders are not qualified to dispense medical advice, but all trip participants are encouraged to have a current tetanus vaccination.
· Insurance Information: As a Thrivent Builds Worldwide trip participant, you are enrolled in Habitat for Humanity International’s Travel Medical Insurance and MEDEX Secure. Please review the insurance documents for more details.
· Enjoy some pre-trip gifts from Thrivent Builds Worldwide!  Enclosed you will find a Thrivent Builds Worldwide T-shirt, a Thrivent Builds luggage tag and an Easy Spanish Phrase Book.  These items are gifts for you that we suggest you bring with you to El Salvador.  Before you leave, consider learning some key phrases in Spanish to communicate with your future friends in El Salvador.  There is a list of additional resources inserted inside the Easy Spanish Phrase Book if you want to learn even more Spanish.  
We encourage Thrivent Builds Worldwide team members to share the excitement of their upcoming adventure with friends and family.  Involve the community by seeking financial support for the project, or channel your enthusiasm into telling others about Habitat’s effort to eliminate poverty housing worldwide.  As a member of a Thrivent Builds Worldwide team, you will have more opportunities than simply building houses.

Checklist:
· Send a copy of your passport photo page to your team leader.
· Habitat for Humanity International must receive final payment 45 days before departure.  Contact your team leader to verify payment due.
Again, we thank you for the personal commitment you’ve made to the Habitat for Humanity ministry by volunteering for a Thrivent Builds Worldwide El Salvador Community team.  Your team leader is your primary contact; however, if we can assist you further in any way, please don’t hesitate to contact Thrivent Builds Worldwide staff at (800) 422-4828, ext. 7970 or thrivent@habitat.org.
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