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Thrivent Builds Worldwide


El Salvador Community

Cultural Activities
We’re very happy that you’re coming to El Salvador and participating in the construction of the Thrivent Builds Worldwide El Salvador Community! To enrich this experience, you have a few options for your cultural activities away from the build site. Please review the following pages and let Patty Cordero de Arcia, the Thrivent Builds Worldwide Host Coordinator, know which of the cultural activities your team would like to experience. You may survey your team members for input or you can simply make an executive decision for your team. 

Directions:

1. Two months prior to your trip, complete the form, save it on your computer, and email it as an attachment to Patty Cordero at PCordero@habitatelsalvador.org.sv and Becky Acton at bacton@habitat.org.

2. Once you have decided which cultural activities your team will experience, share those plans with your team. Include the details on the following pages about what to bring for the chosen weekend activity. 
Team Leader Name:
Just click and type here

GVT number:
     

Trip Dates:
     
Lutheran Worship Service:
On Sunday during your trip week, your team will have the opportunity to worship at a Lutheran church. Your church experience and lunch location will differ depending on your choice.  Your choices are: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Resurrection Lutheran Church in San Salvador: Attend worship at one of the largest Lutheran churches in El Salvador, where the Lutheran synod bishop, Medardo Gómez, will preside over the service. Before worship you will have the opportunity to meet with the church leaders.  After the service you will have lunch at a local restaurant.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Cristo Rey Lutheran Church in Santa Ana: Attend a service at the same church where the 2009-2010 Thrivent Builds Worldwide El Salvador Community teams worshiped with Pastor Carlos Najera.  After service you will have lunch at a local restaurant.
Weekend Cultural Activities:
After working on the build site during the week, your team can choose one weekend cultural activity to experience together during your final days in El Salvador.  Understanding that we have many teams to manage all year round, we hope you’ll respect and support the following requests regarding these weekend activities:

· Each team leader may only choose one of the three weekend activities. Your choice should be confirmed within two months of your arrival in El Salvador.  Changes may not be made after this date and we ask that you don’t approach Patty with changes while in country.

· All team members are expected to attend the chosen weekend activity and may not split up between different activities. 

· Additional requests may not be accommodated since the standard trip price includes these activities. 
· Due to transportation size and other expenses, we ask that you do not invite others to join your group (such as masons, Habitat for Humanity staff or partner families).

The three weekend activities to choose from are:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Adventure Day on Las Ruta de las Flores: The day will start with a drive to Apaneca at 8:30 a.m., a town 5 minutes away from your hotel.  You will take a 2½ hour tour followed by a traditional Salvadoran lunch at a local restaurant.  You will also have a chance to explore and shop around Apaneca city until it’s time to do some zip-lining! The zip-lining will take an hour and a half, and then you will return to San Salvador.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Beach Day: Depart from hotel at 8:00 a.m for the beach resort.  The hotel offers a variety of oceanside activities at an extra cost.  All meals will be provided at the hotel.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

San Salvador City Tour: You will leave the hotel at 8:00 a.m. in order to arrive in San Salvador at 10:00 a.m. to begin your tour. The morning will include a tour around the main roads and monuments at the capital.  After lunch, your afternoon will be filled with the most beautiful museums in the main city.
More details about all three weekend activities can be found on the following pages.
Wednesday Optional Service Activities:
As you’re discussing cultural and worship activity options with your team, you’ll also want to begin thinking about whether some or all of your team would like to participate in an optional alternative service activity in the community where you will be building homes.  Examples of options include:

· Reading books with children

· Teaching adults basic English

· Helping with craft projects

· Assisting local doctors with health clinics (if there are doctors or nurses on your team)

This alternative service will be optional; those who choose not to participate will participate in construction as usual.  The Habitat for Humanity El Salvador staff will discuss the service options with you during your in-country orientation at the beginning of your trip week.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes!  Some or all of my team members are interested in the Wednesday optional service activity.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

No thanks!  The entire team wants to work construction all day Wednesday.
Friday Intercultural Activity:
Since this is an “inter”-cultural activity, Habitat El Salvador would like your team to share your American culture with the Salvadoran staff and families.  This way it will be a reciprocal learning experience.  Here are some of the details: 

Day: 
Friday afternoon during your visit

Length of your presentation:
15 minutes

Overall Goal:
To share a little bit about the culture of your community or of the United States. There will be time for one presentation per team, not per person. 
Participants:
Expect usually 30-35 people at this activity including our team, Habitat staff, partner families, masons, etc.

Language:
A translator will be available; but if you have a Spanish speaker on your team, it’s ideal that they would lead your presentation. 

Possible Suggestions:

· Song – Typical one from your community, state, country.
· Dance – Something representing your culture.

· Photos – They can be photos of your hometown, a famous statue, or buildings in your state.  (Note: Do not use photos of homes, cars, or other material items.)

· Map – Bring a large map so team members can point out where they live. Talk about the weather, local types of food, etc.

· Games – A typical game from your community, state, or country.

The ideas are endless!  However, it is requested that no gifts are given to individuals and that presentations do not require additional equipment.  
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ADVENTURE DAY
LAS RUTA DE LAS FLORES
Saturday:
7:00 a.m.
Breakfast at hotel
8:30 a.m. 
Leave for tour.
9:00 a.m.
Tour of Las Ruta de las Flores
12:00 p.m.
Lunch.

1:00 p.m.
Shopping at Apaneca
2:30 p.m.
Zip-lining at Apaneca Canopy Tours.

4:00 p.m.
Drive to hotel for check out.  Depart for San Salvador.

6:00 p.m.
Check in at hotel
7:30 p.m.

Dinner at hotel
Sunday:


7:00am


Continental breakfast at hotel
Depart for airport
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Includes:

· Transfer to Apaneca and San SAlvador

· Transfer to the airport

· 1 night lodging at hotel in San Salvador 

· 2 breakfasts, 1 lunch, 1 dinner, and water

· English speaking guides

· Zip-lining fees
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        BEACH DAY
Saturday:


7:00 a.m.

Breakfast at hotel
8:00 a.m. 

Departure for Hotel Las Olas or Rancho Estero y Mar
Day at the beach




Available optional activities may include:

· Kayaking 

· Surf lessons 

· Fishing 

· Oceanside massage service 

· Yoga instruction 

All activities are at individual’s own risk.  For prices talk with El Salvador host coordinator.
Sunday:

Depart for airport
Includes:

· Transfer to beach

· Transfer to the airport

· 1 night lodging beach hotel 

· 2 breakfasts, 1 lunch, 1 dinner

What to bring:

· Mosquito repellent 
· Sunscreen
· Swimsuit and towel 
· Camera
· Money for personal expenses or souvenirs 
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SAN SALVADOR 
CITY TOUR
Saturday:



7:00 a.m.

Breakfast at hotel
8:00 a.m.

Departure to San Salvador

9:30 a.m.

Check in to hotel in San Salvador
10:00 a.m.

Monumental Tour around San Salvador

12:30 p.m.

Lunch

1:30 p.m.

Museums Tour

5:00 p.m.

Drive back to hotel
7:30 p.m.

Dinner at hotel 

Sunday:



7:00 a.m.

Continental breakfast at hotel
Depart for airport



Includes:

· Transfer to San Salvador and tours

· Transfer to the airport

· 1 night lodging in hotel
· 2 breakfasts, 1 lunch, 1 dinner

What to bring:

· Mosquito repellent 
· Sunscreen
· Camera
· Money for personal expenses or souvenirs
What to bring:


Comfortable walking shoes


Mosquito repellent 


Sunscreen


Sweater or jacket for the evenings 


Camera


Money for personal expenses or souvenirs
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