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Thrivent Builds Worldwide

El Salvador Community

Gift-Giving Policy
Habitat for Humanity El Salvador discourages Thrivent Builds Worldwide El Salvador Community team members from giving personal gifts while engaged in, or in response to being a part of, a work team.  The team member’s presence working in the community is a gift in itself.  

In many cultures, to receive a gift means that a gift must be given in return.  Often, the person or family to whom a gift is given is not in a position to reciprocate.  This can result in disappointment and unhappiness among the very people the team members hoped to honor by giving a gift.  Because it may set an unwelcome precedence and be construed as a handout rather than simply a gesture from the heart, gift giving can have a negative impact on Habitat for Humanity El Salvador and future Thrivent Builds Worldwide teams.  To avoid potential misunderstandings, embarrassment, injured feelings or jealousy, Habitat for Humanity El Salvador asks that the team not give gifts to: 

1. Select individual children.
2. On-site masons or volunteers.
3. On-site construction supervisors.
4. Partner families or host community members.
5. Thrivent Builds Worldwide host coordinator in El Salvador or host program staff.
6. Thrivent Builds Worldwide staff in Americus, GA.
7. Thrivent Builds Worldwide team leader.
In short, any gifts should benefit the community, rather than any one individual. Gifts that can benefit the entire community (church, school, clinic, Habitat for Humanity El Salvador) are appreciated and should be given to the Thrivent Builds Worldwide host coordinator who will see that they are appropriately distributed in the community.  This is recommended over any individual giving to masons or partner families and includes donated work clothes, boots, gloves, money, or tools.  If you would like to bring other gifts, the Lutheran churches in El Salvador have identified a few “wish list” items that would be very helpful to them, including: 

1. School supplies for children, preferably packed to easily identify the number of children who can benefit. 

2. Various teaching materials for Bible school.

3. Shoes and summer clothes in good condition that the church can donate to families or sell at very low cost, and thus raise funds.

4. Used laptops, in good condition.
Bringing your own tools is not necessary.  All tools necessary for construction will be purchased by Thrivent Builds Worldwide and Habitat for Humanity El Salvador.  If a work team would like to purchase additional tools, please do so in El Salvador via a financial donation to Habitat for Humanity El Salvador or by actually buying the tools while you are in the country.  This way, you are supporting the economy in El Salvador and you won’t have to pack large tools.  Some suggestions for tool purchases include: trowels, buckets, wheelbarrows, shovels or pick axes.
Children at the work site: giving of gifts to individual children is discouraged.  When a team of Thrivent Builds Worldwide volunteers arrives at the work site, a crowd of inquisitive children is often not far behind.  Team members may bring small, inexpensive items to the work site to share—a soccer ball, Frisbee, bubbles, crayons, pencils, paper, coloring books, candy, etc.—as long as every child present can participate and team members take the items back to the hotel every evening.  Team members should keep in mind that once word spreads, the work site may by inundated with children.  Team members should use restraint and common sense to avoid hurting anyone’s feelings.  If something is shared with one, it will be expected that it will be shared with all.  Again, because such gifts could benefit the entire community, any items brought to play with at the work site that a team member would like to donate at the end of the week should be given to the Thrivent Builds Worldwide host coordinator who, after the team departs, will see that they are appropriately distributed in the community.
Note: we suggest not declaring gifts on your customs form.  If asked, we suggest stating that the items are for personal use.
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