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Thrivent Builds Worldwide
Online Journals and Blogs
Creating a blog or online journal for your team
If Thrivent Builds Worldwide team leaders are seeking an option that allows team participants to write a daily online journal/blog to let friends and family share their experience, there are many free online blog options, such as www.travelpod.com.  Please note that Travel Blog is an independent, external website and Thrivent Builds Worldwide cannot provide technical support.

A few tips as you write your journal entries
· One short entry each day works well.  It really only needs to be two-three paragraphs.

· At least one supporting photo for each day's entry helps give eye appeal to your blog/journal.

· Try to write journalistically (why, what, who, where and when), yet personally.  Remember that there is a broad audience reading this, so inside jokes will not be understood.  It’s your personal reflections or feelings as you progress through the trip that will inspire and help others understand the experience.

· If you include photos of your team members, be sure to identify them in a way that the photos can be correctly matched up with your text that relates to them.

A few tips for photos
· Get at least one close-up shot of yourself, so the reader can relate to the person writing the journal/blog.

· Try to capture at least some close-up shots of people, as well as farther shots.

· Identify key people, events or locations in photos.

· It's great to have a combination of building shots, photos with the partner families and site-seeing shots.  You want to give others a feel for the whole experience, not just one part of it.

Submitting blog/journal entries and photos
You may be able to upload blog entries and photos each day. But, it’s a very good idea to NOT create that expectation with family members at home.  There are several reasons for this:

· Many countries may not have easily accessible Internet capabilities.  If the capability is there, often it must also be purchased.  Local Internet cafés are not always within easy walking distance and hotels may only have one computer for public use for a few hours a day.  We’ve heard from past journal writers that trying to do daily online journal submissions could became a frustrating experience resulting in late nights.
· Your build days will be long and in your free time you’ll want to be able to enjoy socializing with your team.  
· Setting an expectation with family members that there will be journal entries each day of the trip can result in worry if there are days when you cannot create an entry.

Share your blog with others

Do be sure to share your blog address with family members, co-workers and on social media sites like Facebook, so they can follow along with your adventures!
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